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                     I’m Writing the Blues!

THE LYRICS

1. Decide on a problem you have that makes you feel blue.   Explain it in one sentence in the first box below.  You can be serious or silly!  Your statement should be at least 8 beats long.

2. Write the same sentence again in the second box below.  (It’s okay to change the words slightly.)

3. Write a third sentence that solves the problem or adds to it.  Make sure that the last word of this final sentence rhymes with the last word of your first sentence.
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THE RHYTHM OF THE WORDS

4. Determine the rhythm of your sentence using eighth, quarter and half notes or rests and write the rhythm above the words on each line.  

5. Open your 6thBlues file (which you have renamed with your room number, first name and the word BLUES) and put the rhythm of your words on the melody line.  Put all notes on G for now.  (You can use the lyrics tool to add your words to the score now or later.)
THE HARMONY

6. Open the BassBluesPatterns file and copy/paste any of the ideas you like into the bass line of your own composition.  You can use the same pattern for all measures OR you can use a variety of patterns.

7. Remember to choose the correct chord number for each measure based on the 12-bar blues chord progression.  (I   I   I   I    IV   IV   I   I   V   IV   I   I)
8. Follow the same directions for your piano part using the PianoBluesPatterns file.

Note:  “Don’t Save” these two pattern files when you are finished with them but DO save your blues composition regularly!
THE MELODY

9. Move the notes of your melody up or down to create a tune that you think best fits your words.  It’s a good idea to mostly use notes from the chords in that measure.  To make your melody sing-able, stick with steps or staying the same—use few skips if any.

10. You may use any of the notes on the staff below.  Remember that you can make the 3rd, 5th, or 7th notes “blue” by adding a flat to them.
























