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  FRIENDS
This project was used originally with 2nd graders.

Objective:  To reinforce reading and playing quarter notes & paired eighth note patterns as well as so, mi & la
Materials used:  computer printer paper—1 sheet per child, computer with Finale Notepad (MIDI connection optional although faster), glockenspiels or other pitched percussion instruments to play finished compositions 
1. Have students play rhythms saying “Pal” for quarter notes and “Buddy” for paired eighth notes.
2.  On a blank piece of paper ask students to write down eight “friends” about half way down on the page.  They should have at least two “buddies” in their plan.  (For this project it’s easier if students only use the stems of the notes, not including noteheads.)
3.  Ask students to write so, mi or la under each of their “friends”.
4.  After class, input each student composition in Finale Notepad printing each one directly on to their original work.

5.  Return the “published” compositions and give students time to sing their song or play it on an instrument.  Let them exchange songs with a “friend” and sing that one too!
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FRIENDS Composition





Let’s say “pal” for quarter notes and “buddy” for eighth notes. 


Put one friend above each of the lines and then clap your rhythm.  


Now choose a pitch for each friend by writing so, mi or la in each line.  
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