[image: image1.png]


  DO MI SO KIDS
This plan requires 2 thirty minute music lessons with some time between lessons for the teacher to create the slideshow.  It was used originally with 2nd graders.

Objective:  To reinforce reading and playing do, mi, so patterns
Materials used:  Digital camera (Lesson 1) , Microsoft PowerPoint, music software program such as Finale (optional), computer with LCD projector or larger monitor (Lesson 2), glockenspiels, mini-keyboards or other pitched percussion instruments (Lesson 2) 

Lesson Plan #1  (This activity should take less than the complete lesson time.)  
1.  Introduction:  Review pitches do, mi & so using body solfege, notes on the music staff, familiar songs with do-mi-so patterns etc.
2.  Have all students show DO by sitting on the floor, MI by kneeling and SO by standing.  Divide students into groups of 3 allowing them to create their own pattern of these three pitches.  (I have done this a number of different ways—sometimes assigning pitches first and then allowing students to create a group by finding two other students representing the other two pitches.)

3.  Take a digital picture of each group of students in their do-mi-so pattern.  You might have all other students sing the pattern as you take the picture. (I have also done this lesson including rhythm values—see example slideshow.)
4.  Sing or play singing games (such as “Mother, Mother”, “Sorida”, or “Ten in the Bed”) which use patterns of do, mi & so.

BEFORE Lesson Plan #2  

1. Transfer digital pictures from camera to computer.

2. Create a new PowerPoint slideshow inserting one picture on each slide.  Add a title and closing slide if desired.  (You could stop here!)

3. With Finale create the simple patterns illustrated by your students.  Select the graphics tool, double click near the portion of the staff you want to use, choose Graphics from the top menu, then export selection.  Choose the smallest TIFF resolution (72).  Repeat for each pattern.  (I have included my patterns at the bottom of these directions if you’re not ready to try this part yourself!) 

4. Insert the appropriate pattern on each slide moving it to wherever you’d like on the slide.

5. Optional:  Save each pattern you create in Finale as a MIDI file storing them in the same folder your slideshow is in. (Note:  To include sound in a PowerPoint slideshow, it’s necessary to keep the slideshow file and all of the sounds in a folder together.)  Insert the correct sound file in each slide saying “YES” when asked if you want it to play automatically. 

6. More Optional Bells & Whistles:  Use Custom Animation under the SlideShow option on the PowerPoint menu bar to have your picture and staff appear independently on each slide.
Lesson Plan #2

1.  Play a music game or sing a song that emphasizes any do, mi, so patterns.  (See some suggestions in Lesson Plan #1.)

2.  Project Do Mi So Kids slideshow for students to view.  (I’ve found it best to just show it without any other activity initially as students are too excited to see themselves to focus on anything else.

3.  On second viewing, lead students in singing each pattern as it appears. You might also have them indicate the pitches using body solfege.
4.  On third viewing, students can perform each pattern on pitched percussion instruments or keyboards.  (This assumes you have played these pitches on instruments during a previous lesson.)
5.  If time allows, you might encourage students to create their own combinations of do, mi & so on their instrument.  If they are comfortable with the pitches notated on the staff, they might also write their plan on staff paper.
Click on the pattern you want to use, go to Edit on the menu bar and choose copy.  Go to your PowerPoint slide, Edit from the menu bar and paste.
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