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Composing your own ABA Song
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Opening Finale NotePad

[image: image2.png]Welcome to the Finale Family!

We hope you enjoy Finale NotePad’s many features. All the files you create are
compatible with the same or later versions of any of the Finale Family of notation
products. Should you ever need more features than Finale NotePad gives you, here
are three easy ways to increase your enjoyment and productivity.

Your first step up from Finale NotePad, NotePad Plus lets you
0. turn any MIDI file into beautiful sheet music. With aceess to
NOTEP A D|  thousands of internet MIDI files, NotePad Plus is your most
plus | costetfective route to real-time notation.

Click the NotePad Plus icon to find out more.

With loads of features, PrintMusic! lets you enter notes as you
play your acoustic or MIDI instrument. Perfect for anybody
needing simple notation software that delivers huge capability
at an extraordinary low price.

Click the PrintMusic! icon to find out more.

Finale is the ultimate music notation program, giving you
complete control over every aspect of the printed page while
providing powerful control over MIDI input and output.

Click the Finale icon to find out more.
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To open Finale NotePad, click on the icon on your dock. 

The first text box to open looks like this:
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Click Continue.

Creating a New Document with the Document Setup Wizard
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The Setup Wizard looks like this:

This Wizard is designed to help you set up a new NotePad document. 

Decide what you want the title of your new song to be.  Don’t forget to put your name for Composer.

Click Next.
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Decide which instrument you want to compose for.  Please choose only ONE.

Note:  The only Percussion you may choose is Mallets.
Click Next.

The Wizard asks for the time signature.  You may choose 2/4, 3/4 or 4/4.
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Now decide on your Key Signature.  

If you are composing for RECORDER, choose G major (one sharp).  

If you are composing for MALLETS, choose C major (no sharps or flats.)  

Check with Ms. Hays for the key signature if you are composing for any other instrument.  

Click Finish. 
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If you get this message:

Say NO.

Saving your Work
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From the File Menu, choose Save As.

NotePad displays a standard Save As dialog box. 

Give the file a name, such as 206BettyB 

(no periods and no spaces)

Check to see where your file will be saved.  Choose your Music Work folder or your desktop.  Click Save. 

REMEMBER, YOU ARE COMPOSING A SONG IN ABA FORM.  

Your first idea (A) should be no more than 8 measures long.

Your second idea (B) should be the same number of measures as your first idea.

Copy and paste your first idea in the measures after your second idea (B) to create an ABA form.
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TIP:  When putting in notes, always be sure that none of the pictures on the bottom row are highlighted!
Playback
If the Playback Controls are not already on your screen, choose them from the Window Menu.
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Click the Play button (green triangle).  To stop playback, click either Pause (blue line) or Stop (blue square).[image: image12.png]low Many Times:
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  If you want to hear your music from the beginning, make sure it says “1” here.
Copying The A Section after your B Section
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You can use the Mass Mover Tool for copying, moving, and erasing music.
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Click the Mass Mover Tool .

Click the first measure. The measure is now highlighted.
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Drag the first measure to the right until its image is directly on the measure where you want to copy it. A dotted outline of the selected measure moves with the cursor, showing exactly where NotePad will copy the music. 
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Release the mouse button. The program asks you how many times you’d like measure 1 copied.     Keep it at 1.

Click the OK button.  Repeat this process to copy all of your A section after your B section.

·


Deleting Measures

When you’ve finished copying the A section, you’ll need to delete any measures that are left at the end.


Click the Measure Tool The Measure Menu appears.  

The Menu is the list of choices across the top.


Click on the first empty measure at the end.  Hold down the shift key and click on the last measure (you may need to scroll down).  All of your empty measures through the end of the piece should now be highlighted or "selected."


From the Measure Menu, choose Delete. The extra measures disappear and NotePad adjusts the layout.

Don’t forget to Save your work!

























KEEP IT SIMPLE!





Compose for an instrument you know how to play.





Use only quarter notes, pairs of eighth notes and half notes for your rhythm.





Use mostly steps and staying the same for your pitches. Too many skips are hard to play.
































